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Flu Pandemic Policy

The following policy applies to severe outbreaks of the Influenza Virus such as 
H1N1 (Swine Flu) or H5N1 (Avian Flu)



BACKGROUND

Swine Flu:— This is a respiratory disease that has some elements of a virus found in pigs. The 
recent outbreak of Swine Flu in Mexico has resulted in cases elsewhere in the world, including in 
the UK, and there has been human to human transmission.

World Health Authority (WHO) Flu Pandemic:— The WHO has raised the threat level to 6, this is 
a reflection that the virus is no longer containable and is being passed among people who were not 
exposed to the original source in Mexico. How virulent the strain of flu will be is unknown, but 
most of the victims outside of Mexico appear to have contracted a mild form of the disease which is 
treatable with anti-viral drugs.

COLLEGE POLICY

The College will, at all times, follow advice from Government agencies regarding the outbreak of a 
serious flu virus and its possible consequences. This will be done by reviewing Government 
information from the Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety, the Health 
Protection Agency (HPA) and the Department of Education, as well as information from other 
agencies.

In the event of a concern about a pandemic, it is important that pupils should be reassured both by 
parents and staff. 

The College will also retain a supply of the following items at all times: - soap, tissues, hand 
cleaning gel and signage regarding hygiene

In the event of a flu virus threat or a pandemic, the following actions will be taken, as required and 
appropriate:

In the event of illness
�x Any child who feels unwell in school should see the College Nurse. If the symptoms are 

those of the flu virus then parents will be contacted and the child sent home. 

�x Any child who is unwell should not be sent to school and their GP should be consulted, if 
appropriate. This is the College’s normal policy on pupil absence, but the College 
emphasises to parents that this is particularly important during the period of a possible 
pandemic to prevent any possible spread of the virus.

�x Pupils who have come into contact with children or adults known to be infected with the 
virus should remain at home until they have received advice from their GP.

�x Staff who feel unwell should also remain at home and consult their GP. They should inform 
the College of their absence in the usual way.

�x Parents of any pupil diagnosed with the identified flu virus (rather than a general flu virus) 
and/or any member of staff diagnosed must contact the College immediately. 

Public Health advice and precautions
�x Good practice regarding prevention of transmission of the virus will be followed in school. 

This includes the public health message that pupils and staff who find themselves sneezing, 
should use a tissue and then make sure that this is put straight in a bin. Where possible, they 
should then wash their hands. Pupils and staff are also advised to wash their hands 
frequently to prevent transfer of any virus from hands to face. Parents should re-emphasise 
this message to pupils and, if appropriate, provide them with tissues to bring to school.

‘Catch It – Bin It – Kill It’



�x Special attention will be paid to the cleaning of communal areas and will include wiping 
down common used surfaces such as door handles and computer keyboards with anti-
bacterial wipes. Additional cleaning services will be available from 3 Cs Cleaners if 
required and available.

�x Coach companies, which provide coaches for pupil travel to and from PE activities (which 
use vehicles also used by other groups outside school), will consider taking the precaution of 
using anti-bacterial wipes and sprays.

�x School trips will continue to follow Government guidance as to whether a trip should take 
place, particularly if it is a trip abroad to a country with a number of cases of the specific 
virus reported. If a trip is cancelled, parents and pupils will be informed.

�x School fixtures and visits to the College by other groups from outside school will be reviewed.

�x The necessity for assemblies and other events that bring large groups of students together in 
close proximity will be reviewed.

�x The First Aid Room will be made available as a quarantine area until parents collect their 
child from school.

Closing the College
In the event that the College is advised by the Government agencies that the College should be 
closed to prevent further spread of the virus, then the following procedure will take place:

1) The Principal, in consultation with Governors and members of the College’s Senior 
Leadership Team will make the decision whether to close the College.

2) A message will be posted on the College’s website: www.hazelwoodcollege.co.uk.

3) If the College is informed during school hours that it must close then pupils will be informed 
and arrangements made for pupils to be collected by their parents. A message will be sent to 
Parents via the Call Parents messaging system. A letter will be used to inform parents. 
Parents will also be able to confirm details by viewing the College’s website.

4) In the event of this decision being made outside normal school hours, then the message will 
be sent to Parents via the Call Parents messaging system and will be put on the website. 
Pupils will be met upon arrival at school, parents will be contacted and arrangements will be 
made for pupils to travel home safely. A letter will be used to inform parents.

5) If the Government advice is to distribute a vaccine or preventative drugs then arrangements 
will be put in place for collection of these from the College for pupils and staff. Details will 
be posted on the website and via the Call Parents messaging system. Parents or guardians 
will collect these as required.

6) Staff should continue to attend school as normal unless informed otherwise.

7) In the event of a closure, pupils should remain at home and updates will be posted on the 
College’s website regarding the period of closure and the date of reopening.

8) Where appropriate and possible, school work for pupils may be posted on the College’s 
website or Learning Resource Area.

9) For pupils sitting public exams, the College will follow advice from the Examination Boards 
and pupils and parents will be informed accordingly. Where possible, examinations will 
continue as planned.

10) In the event of the College being advised not to have staff on site, a telephone message will 
be left on the College system informing those who contact of arrangements. Details will also 



be posted on the College website, which can be arranged remotely if necessary. A text 
message will also be sent to staff members keeping them informed about the school closure.



Additional points

Every effort will be made to keep the school operating normally.

In the event of a death in the College community from the virus, usual Emergency Procedures will 
be followed, including providing support to the family and other pupils. This would be subject to 
advice about containment of the virus from health services.

Upon re-opening, the College will operate as fully as possible, subject to availability of staff and 
numbers of pupils. A letter will be sent out to parents. Further information will be published on the 
College’s website or communicated to parents by Call Parents.

Useful Information

�x Northern Ireland Swine Flu Helpline – 0800 0514 142

�x The Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety – www.dhsspsni.gov.uk

�x Health Protection Agency – www.hpa.org.uk

�x The Department of Education – www.deni.gov.uk

�x Northern Ireland Direct – the official government website for Northern Ireland citizens –
www.nidirect.gov.uk


