
Year 8 Student Friendly Scheme of Work
Subject: Science

Lessons What I will be 
studying

What I will be able to do Skills I will develop How I will be 
assessed

Time

 Health and 
safety

Safety in the lab and school Produce a set of safety rules for the lab
Identify hazards around the school

Working with others
Communication
Decision making

Safety rules
Safety worksheet

Sept.

 Investigating 
science

Lab apparatus
How to carry out 
investigations

Name all the apparatus in the lab
Use a thermometer, metre rule, balance, measuring 
cylinder, Newton meter, stop clock.
Predict outcomes
Identify different variables
Organise fair tests
Select instrument for precision
Select instrument for accuracy
Draw a bar chart and line graph
Interpret results
Evaluate experiments

Communication
Working with others
Problem solving
Working with numbers

Apparatus and 
measuring 
worksheets
Practical test

Sept/Oct

 Living things 
(portfolio)

Vertebrates and 
invertebrates
Microscopes
Cells and organs

Name the vertebrate and invertebrate groups
Describe features of each group
Draw and label a plant and animal cell
Label the organs of the body

Working with others
Communication
Working with numbers
Self management
Managing information
ICT

Vertebrate and 
invertebrate booklet
Presentation on 
favourite animal
Topic test

Oct/Nov/Dec

 Investigations How to use investigative 
skills to solve problems.

Use scientific equipment and techniques to plan a set of 
open ended experiments
Carry out the experiments
Record results for the experiments
Evaluate results
 Report on experiments
Suggest improvement to experiments 

Communication
Managing information
Problem solving

Presentation to 
class
Topic test

Dec/Jan

 Reproduction Plant reproduction
Human reproduction
Adolescence

Label plant reproductive system
Explain how reproduction occurs in plants
Label human reproductive systems
Explain how reproduction occurs in humans
Describe the changes that occur at puberty 

Working with others
Communication
Problem solving

Worksheets
Topic test

Jan.

 Investigations How to identify dependent 
and independent variables 
during investigations.

Use science knowledge to identify dependent and 
independent variables in various situations
Plan suitable investigations to solve set problems

Working with others
Communication
Decision making

Practical 
assessment
Report to class

Feb.
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Record results
Draw conclusions
Evaluate your plan and results
Make a suitable report

Problem solving

Sound 
(portfolio)

How sound travels
Noise and decibels
How the ear works
Musical instruments

Describe how sound moves through particles
Label a diagram of the ear
Design and make a musical instrument

Working with others
Communication
Decision making
Problem solving
Managing information
ICT
Self management

Diagram of ear
Design and 
photograph of 
instrument

March/April

 Investigations How Science knowledge can 
identify and help solve 
problems

Use science knowledge to identify dependent and 
independent variables in various situations
Plan suitable investigations to solve set problems
Record results
Draw conclusions
Evaluate your plan and results
Make a suitable report

Working with others
Communication
Decision making
Problem solving

Practical 
assessment
Report to class
Terminal 
examination

May/June


