
      YEAR 9- GENERAL STUDIES TASK SHEET
Topic: Christopher Columbus

Deadline: 14th December 

Research the topic using the worksheets provided and websites suggested on the back of this 
sheet. Don’t forget the school and local libraries are wonderful resources so use them!

YOUR PORTFOLIO MUST INCLUDE

1. Title page. This must include a picture of Columbus, his name in bold lettering and 
some coloured pictures of things to do with his voyage…………………………………………………

2. Information on Columbus’ background and early life………………………………………………

3. Columbus’s First Voyage to include details of his ships, the voyage and his 
‘discovery’…………

4. A map of his first voyage. This must be coloured, labelled and have a key…………

5. An account of life on board the Santa Maria. This can be written as though you were 
a sailor or as an undercover agent exposing the conditions sailors faced…

6. America! Information on how Columbus was received by the natives and the long-term 
effects of discovery on the native population. 

7. These three additional tasks will earn you extra marks and merits!! 

a. A letter written as Columbus asking Queen Isabella and Prince Ferdinand of Spain
to fund his 1492 voyage……………………………………………………………

b. Additional research about Columbus’s later voyages and life and the results of his 
voyages. Use the History Department resources, the internet, school or local libraries to help 
you………………………………
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Useful websites: 

www.bbc .co.uk/schools/famouspeople /standard/columbus /

http://www.nmm.ac.uk/explore/sea-and-ships/facts/explorers-and-
leaders/christopher-columbus

www.enchantedlearning.com/explorers/page/.../columbus .shtml

wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher _Columbus

www.columbus navigation.com

http://www.prometheanplanet.com/server.php?show=ConResource.149


