
Year 9 Student Friendly Scheme of Work

Subject: Term 1 General Studies
Term/
Time

Topic Activity What will I be 
able to do?

What skills will 
I develop?

Assessment/
Research

Subjects 
Links 

    1 �x What are my key skills?
�x Which skills must I 

develop?

�x Skills audit 
�x Action Plan: Two stars and a wish

�x Identify my key skills
�x Evaluate my progress

�x Self-Evaluation
�x Decision 

Making

�x Action Plan: 
Final draft

Geography 
History

    1
�x How are rocks formed?
�x What types of rocks are

found in N.Ireland?
�x How are rocks 

weathered?

�x Labelling of diagrams
�x Identifying rock samples
�x Extracting information from video and 

film
�x Investigation of weathering in school 

grounds

�x  Understand how the 3 main rock 
types are formed

�x Identify different types of rocks &  
where they are found in N.Ireland

�x Identify weathering in school 
grounds

�x Managing Info
�x Decision 

Making

�x Research on 3
main types of rocks

Geography 
History

     1 �x What makes an event 
significant? (1500-1700)

�x Why did the Age of 
Discovery begin?

�x What were the dangers of 
exploration?

�x What was life like at sea?

�x Paired activity: Answering the key 
question.

�x Comparison map activity. 15th C, 
modern world

�x Worksheets: Reasons for exploration 
�x Whole class thought shower: The 

Dangers of exploration. Writing Frame 
task

�x Group task: Under cover report: 
Working conditions on a 15th century 
caravel

�x Understand the meaning of 
significance

�x Identify world continents and oceans
�x Explain why the Age of Exploration 

began
�x Weigh up the risks and rewards of 

15th exploration
�x Understand how workers rights are 

protected today.

�x Managing Info
�x Decision 

Making
�x Working with 

others
�x Communication
�x ICT
�x Creativity  

�x Key figures 
research

�x Ws: Reasons 
for exploration

�x Workers Rights 
research.

�x Diseases 
worksheet

Geography, 
History
ICT

     1
�x What was the impact of 

Portuguese exploration? 
�x What was the impact of 

Spanish exploration? 
�x Does Columbus deserve 

his reputation

�x Worksheet & map: Portuguese 
exploration.

�x Group task:Diaz, Da Gama, Henry the 
Navigator

�x Individual project work: Columbus.
�x Ship’s Log empathy exercise 

Magellan’s problems. Map work: 
Magellan’s voyage

�x Work as part of a group to research 
a given topic.

�x Use a range of source material to 
carry out an investigation.

�x Identify the qualities needed to 
overcome obstacles.

�x Managing Info
�x Working with 

others
�x ICT
�x Communication

�x Guide to 
Portuguese 
explorers.

�x Columbus
Project

�x Magellan’s 
voyage 
empathy story.

Geography 
History

    1 �x What are the features of a 
river?

�x Upper Course
�x Middle Course
�x Lower Course

�x Labelling diagrams
�x Research on Niagara Falls for a 

brochure on tourism
�x Drawing of diagrams

�x Identify and understand the 
formation of the features of a river

�x Research and produce a leaflet on 
Niagara Falls

�x Managing Info
�x ICT
�x Communication

�x Tourism leaflet 
on Niagara falls

Geography 
History

   1 �x How do rivers change 
downstream?

�x Fieldwork at Colin Glen River �x Measure the width and depth, the 
speed, the stone shape, size & level 
of pollution.

�x Draw graphs of results
�x Write descriptions, analysis &

conclusions

�x Using Number
�x ICT
�x Communication

�x Complete 
Project on Colin 
Glen

Geography 
History
Maths
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Subject: Term 1 General Studies
Term/
Time

Topic Activity What will I be 
able to do?

What skills will 
I develop?

Assessment/
Research

Subjects 
Links 

   1 �x Who were the Aztecs?
�x Who were the winners 

and losers of exploration?

�x Communication: Group talking and 
listening task: Conquistadors in 
Tenochtitlan

�x Research, presentation, listening 
worksheet & peer-evaluation

�x Ask the right questions to investigate 
a topic and complete a presentation.

�x Listen for specific information
�x Meet deadlines as a group

�x Managing Info
�x Creativity
�x Communication

�x How well were 
you listening? 
Hw sheet. Self-
evaluation

Geography 
History


